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19 my We an zl Varia could Hp. = 
be overcome by a zeal for the ſubject, and a 


pd, faithful hiſtory o f the ſlave trade, and. lavery, with all their 

circumſtances and conſequences, would be of all others, 5 
darkeſt pages in the annals of mankind. I cannot but conſider 
the accom pliſhment of abſolute flavery. as the greateſt. evil 
committed on the ſtage of this world. The tranſient inhuma- 


nity of enraged and victorious armies e before it: inaſ- 
much as one is but the cruelty, of a, particular hoſt, 8 general, 


ar a day ; bur the other, with all its train of calamities, is deli- 
berately encouraged by many. boli ar Fawn and ſyſte- 


DELL riot | A 2 pected 


A 


defire to aſſiſt, if in my power, the moſt oppreſ- 
ſed people of all the earth; believing that a full 


matically purſued from generation to nen. The ex- 
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U 
8 
[ 
.* 
1 6 
5 


[ is ] 
pected diſcuſſion of the obolithm af the ſlave trade, will be a 
peculiar ſubje& before a Britiſh parliament. It will be a con- 
teſt for the lives of the unknown, the unprotected, and the 
innocent, ih anothet quart&lof the World. Itwill be & conteſt 
between cuſtom, cruelty, ſelf-intereſt, ſuppoſed national in- 
tereſt, ſecret influence, and moral indifference, on one part; 
and juſtice, humanity, diſintereſtedneſs and religion, on the 


—— * —— ———— —— 


other. May the minds of men in power preponderate on the 


important queſtion, according to the eternal deciſion of hea- 
ven on the ſubject of right and wrong. For my part, I 
catitibt but Confäder, chat) as à lind of liberty; and a Chriſtian 


nation} ĩt 18 Kigh'time for us to waſh bur n of the innocent 
blood of the African race. TENETS 13 F W 
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bo As a Bi fi boil TONY MER x Wine of W 
follows, to adopt the term) theſe lines may ſtand in need of 
apologies; ; I fear I have none to offer worthy of the publick. 


It is but à few weeks ſince I was ſtruck with the idea of thus 
addreſſing my counttymen from a Eircuniſtance, perhaps, hard- 


ly deſerving of their attention ; ; yet I had thought, and been in- 
tereſted on the ubjeck before. I have written from what appear- 
ed conviction to me, and from the feelings of my heart; and, 

wiſhing to unite, particularly at this time, my ktabls effort 
to the publick ſtock of exertions made on the moſt important 
Feat e n in my remembrance, I ſhall not ſtay to 
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emen 
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refine the crudities of haſty compoſition, by future inſpections. 


It may perhaps be thought, in ſome of the following lines, I 
have been too ſevere: but when arguing againſt offences not 
puniſhable by /aw, yet equally dire in their conſequences to the 
ſufferers with thoſe crimes puniſhed with the utmoſt rigour of 
law, I think it but right to expre/s ſome of the horror and in- 


dignation that is felt by every ſenſible and impartial mind, 


when ſeriouſly employed in ruminating on theſe things, After 


ſaying thus much by way of preface, and owning myſelf a 


ſtranger in the walks of literature, I lay down my pen to take 
hold of the plough, 
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Did theſe but urge their drooping ſlaves along, Wk ge} Fl 
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. „ ROM cheerful fields, where Peace and freedom, 
reign, 16 n 

5 And where reſpedted toils the pooreſt ſwain, carl 
IG My troubled ſoul on anxious pinions goes Wer 100 
To injur d men, and hovers oer their woes. 
Did Barbary her hapleſs captives bring, EE 9% 1 
The deſpot Turk, Morocco's ſwarthy king 


* 


ee e 


The ſigh had riſen, but repreſs d the ſong; 15 


But when my country, my lov'd country, ſends , Ma 
Her ſons afar for ſuch unrighteous end, Sf fant 4 


RT 


1 ſmart with ſorrow, and I bluſh with ſhame, 10 

To find untrue her high and generous name. 

Obſcure in northern ſhades my youthful day, 

In rural comfort humbly wears away ; | 

Content I wander, o'er my native plains, {7 1 q q | 
Or join the labours of my fellow-ſwains. _ 
Perchance to cheer a ſolitary hour, 
The muſe would meet me in the filent bow r: ; 
Chaſte was her voice by ſpring or thicket found, 
And partial friends at times would gather round; 
From partial friends what had the muſe to fear? 
Nor would ſhe now attempt the publick ear; : 
But motives far beyond a poet's, name Og AE; 
Inſpire her numbers, and exalt her 5 eee 85 
The cauſe is juſt : no bias warps the plea, 10 b on WE IE 
Honeſt his end, who pleads without a fee. 1 | 
Of all who live where Britiſh laws extend, ge e 
Alone, in law, the negroe finds no friend: 3 mo TS 
Injur'd, oppreſs'd, abus'd, whate' er he feel, | 6; i 5 "ng | ; A 
To power, to juſtice; he has no appeal: i 
Then ſure with virtuous warmth there muſt be need 


To plead for him who has no power to plead.” 1 925 n 
Canſt thou proud. Briton (and were pride allow'd... 7 . 
To local W thou might ſt be proud) e 


1 
® This will ot be mien 5 meaning ellomhre tha onthe vopage an in the colonies 
Canſt 


Fd | la 


Canſt thou in thought thy ſplendid rights ans, lod om , 


And for a moment make his feelings thin e? 
Suppoſe thyſelf on Dover's chalky r r : 


4. ee 3 


— 


The rolling ocean opening to thy view Me cal, WA #043 42802} 
Veſſels from far, with men of different hue, e 


Thy friends, and all that 8 dear behind ; 3 ; heſore, ., 1 7 ht ford WW. | 


Hard-hearted, whom thou. canſt not underſtand, .. 5 3 9 | 


And come to bear thee to an unknown land, e en 20 
From whence thy foot ſhall never more. return, 
But there, till death relieve thee, toil and mourn, 1... 
The cordage rattles, and the canvaſs fies; Lk ide ul 14 060 
Chain d to the floor in ; +: 
Torn from thy babes, What anguiſh doſt thou prove, 0% 46 


And her, who ſooth'd thy troubles with her love 4 ig ne | 
Sc Sd; 
wh 04.) 


TIF meal. 
Ah, thou muſt claſp thy heart” : Abe no mores, wy Petr neal | 


Nor on her lip thy warm affection p“jN - 


No more thy little ones ſhall ſtroke thy face, . wind bins 
Cling round thy neck, and courtithy fond em! brace 3.1. PE 


Now ruminate, compare, and | ſee thou prove... 95 8 id 
Unfelt by him the tender pangs of love: 


eli 5 18 n 18 
Next clearly ſhow within the negro's heart, i 
His country and relations have no part; 1 


And next, while drops of blood his an laid, . 
And gape his wounds, the negro feels not pain: 


, #4 4 * 
* S814 #133 
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Then ſhow, of all whom breath and being ; warm, +; 


La 


In loſs of life the negro feels no harm. „ 
92.1 
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No man is bleſs d till things are well within. 


f 10 
This er be duk eder thou can «gh 1 155 fat U 12 Ras 


A 


To waſte his life who never injur'd thee it k 10 5 


That unexhauſted power they nature call, 164 00 
Which forms, produces, . ae mane 144T 
Did it, or did its Lora, by deed affign 4 5 1450 $1127140 t 


The negro's life a ſactifice We 1 1 aint? 25027 


f r 


Was he but born to cotiteniplate the f) 7) 
Yet know no joy, büt toil for thee and die?” 1620 07 $00 H 
To feel in youth a preniatite detay;" kat tool Fd: oon mo 
And drop by drop to wear his ſtrength "9 : OTA Hell 
Oppreſs'd, abus'd, not live out half his days, zan eie 28-T 
That thou mayſt rior, and "thy villas rulfe. 101 502,01 | 8 ; 

Say, do the fWeets, the pleaſures of the beard, vl cid 1. 


Which the poor negro's life of toi ufförddl . bak 


In heaven's impartial ſcale of good and if, 3329300 0/74 
Balance the pains bis Hietched) being MP? © M0 Ft Gat} 
Couldſt thou of both thy juſt proportit alc, a Macs worls oof A 
Or all the pleaſure feel, and all the woe, 5 NO 014 
Then wouldſt thou fill the GIF anc hen hols il. 


Of want, profuſion, wretchednefs, and gold; 51 N | n yd 121715 
By juſtice weigh d, how muſt the fcale decline, eee, ja 


His all the pain, and all the pleaſure, bine 9 ier, | : 
But are thy Joys, chy pleafares all fincere? 48 OREN I. Aran 


Tho' hard the heart, a ſmile the face may wear; t een e 


But ſuch a ſmile's no deeper than the fin; 0 oi 05 Wor: 
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Let ſympathy thy clouded foul reſine, PI TRE e DR 
Religion warm thee with a fire divine; mmm 
Virtue thy lawleſs appetites command, 1 30 15th cn 
And ſacred juſtice guide thy erring _— REESE ti H kev be) Wd | 
So to thy boſom, peace ſhall find its way, ee n Nd 
No tranſient gueſt, but ever, ever ſtay. ns eie 
"Tis true there are Mhoſe lenhient boſoms feel 
Who try the negro's wounded heart to heal j 
Who ſeek to have his waſted ae ee 1. wollt a 
And ſoften ſlavery to ſervituſ eee 
But then there . mid, | a6 5 8 | 
Feels no reſpect for creatures of ther kind; 101 Ati mont bag 
Can mock their anguiſn, and their pains deſpiſe ,, 
(Ah, uncontroll'd, where wrill not patrons riſe l) s 0 97 
Dare ſend, preſurgptuaus, an iminttal ſoul, 45 aiot N 
Through death's dark gates, before th Ahmighity cath! HEE: 
When ſuch there are, oh Britain l nd ne % 45h wy 
From juries, and from courts of juſtice fre: 
"Tis time thy power; thy wiſdom interpoſe, NE 11 055 1 , 
And ſtem the full ſwoll'n tide of human NO 11 b 9 Dn 
Nor will it do, that not beneath our eye, Di een wy N 
The negroes ſuffer, languiſh, a e ay as n RA o Ty 
It It little boots a thouſand mies .f 1 SHOE! 17 100117 A oh 008 
The crime, if ine he refenen r. SOR N 70 „i | 
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And cruelty in Britain, would be ſo ub bi Acer ei 


At Gambia, Wolga, Tiber, Rhine aid po. 543 104657 init R 
Thou man of wealth | whoſe chariot ſhakes the pln,” 9911 


Who deal ' ſt in heart-achs, miſery, arid painn bo 4: 


T'll ſpeak thee; though thy face and actions cal Fy flat 52 


de 1 live myſelf, and value not who die:; ee AW Bt 


6 Tell me no et ee e £747 r 
« For my heart ach not while my wealthꝰs e rod 


Ah, thou art poor l the moment muſt arrive. 


"Twill do no more for thee than dying ::; 
Stretch'd on thy death bed in the darken d room, 543 48 


And trembling for thyreverlaſting doom; N 54 00 afar 


In that dread moment all thy ill-got ſtore, Ar hen an 
Will be abhorr'd, or thought upon no more 


Thy muſings then, if reaſon; holds her place, 1 bits 3160 
Will go, with mine, among a murder d race; le MT Oat T 


Will go where Afric's ſable daughters waililIl. tl 
And hear of human woes, a ſad detail}; 10 Y 66,210 Loot] 
While yet in health, extend thy wilde ſurrey. W int as] 
And go in thought the long, laboribus way; N alt % ; WA 


Paſs ſtreams and mountains, vales and foreſts ate „ 
Jo ſtrangers awful, and unknown in verſe . Ola 14? 


Sojourn'ſt thou tranquil, ee n 206d 514711 


C 3 3 | 1 
Or -when the ſhades of night theſe aſi inveſt, pilio 9:44 Wat u | JR 
And weary. nature ſinks in peaceful Teſt ; 4 e 2c: 15 50 : it [lit 1 5 | | Ws. | 


Canſt thou unmoy'd'fee ſudden Haines Ari be, 67 cen eee ON. 
And hear yon hamlet's lamentdble cfies 1. may: en 7 We 94K 
Hh View the poor owner poſing from his ſhed, ' 3H RY 2102 Tha 
 _ Kindled by tyrants'0 1 1 we ce 2 Sit watt! 
$) 'The father, daughter, he ſon, 5) will 5 10 Mp t A 
Confus d with terror, FI and adverſe run; 3 Hint dis ra) by 120 1 
But all in vain | their perſons” 15 A prey, FL: fl 0 uy Fol 
Axe haul'd where vonder Chiiſtikn'® traders 1385 epa bn, 
Here pauſe, the dreadful miſeries we ſte Aang SHER: 19 on 
Are all remotely meant for thee Fi 'S' | 
And here, I will alle thete was. at 52 1 Ns 15 . = 1528 
When this vile trade” ws dot 4 nation's 2 rin '> Ge kee £3 
The harden d merchant lur'd'by 10 ſt A a, 15 2/17 ee + 
Skulk'd to his prey, as fotes . eig; ot 7251 . L O14: +80 8 
While here uoknown' the deep fer ee e owe e, 99 
His av rice made in wh 4 feeling eart. = ; «1 VIE 69% NI | 
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nnd inconſiſtent. For my own part, ee 


gating to themſelves the tiered name of Chriſtians, guilty 
often. been ſenſibly ſtruck. when reading, ol the i Wy 
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But now the odious, execrable trade, | | 
With all its weight * crimes before us laid; | : 
If, Britain, ſtill, thou authorize the wrong, wana ; $1 þ ME 7 
The guilt, the Puniſhment, to thee belong, 4a e 


Couldſt thou at eaſe an human- fair 8 e 15 
Where trembling captiyes darken all the bay, fe 1492 ; 
Naked, of either ſex, ah, . hapleſs train! n N 
ln ei 


For whom the injur'd feelings plead i in vain. 2 e n 
Silent, the mournful group like cattle ſtand, eee 


And, ſorted, ſhrink beneath the burning brand! 
Sure indignation kindles at the view. bh... 3 
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But yet again behold the wretched crew. 8 
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Far from their country on the foaming. tide, „ 
In loathſome durance ſweating fide by ſide: n 


oz) . 6 £141 4 
Week after week t ey draw corruptes d 8 


TC 
Mid'ſt filth and 04 3 darkneſs, ſtench and death, | 699 
"Tis well the more indulgent ocean's nigh, n 


F 4 he : 4 
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Where many a corpſe js, Pluug d. 8 3 . ee 
And now the iſlands of the We ariſe, | IE 
Once more aro around they caſt their wiſhful eyes, nt uni 31 ee * 
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Ah, loſt for ever are the happy groves, 
The ſeenes where ſill returning mem' ry ravine alt bet eb 6) peri 3 
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But, to the dungeon d wretchs, depriy'd of air er reef 
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It gives a tranſient reſpite to id woe, {820 44. 1 ee: 1 


el "Io + YL 
In open air on ſolid groumd tb go aid * 
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Dizzy with long confinement on the es 
They feebly sg with the gentleſt breeze þo 91 45 1 
But ſoon by art & little Life's feſtot' d, ee Neat gil; 


And ſoon they prove another Chrifiidn Lotd, «0107 bo 1 mw we 
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Ah, do not ſay tranſportell from ufar, hls 
On their dark minds hall riſe the goſpel tar? fel | | alk” 
If Chriſtian hands infff& 4 Heavy d. Auhni d re 
Will thoſe who feel it feek to k know their God? | 1 b 7 
Or, who can think the mortal frame to bind, + vile 1 fie OOPS 


Yet give celeſtial freedbin'ts the md? th, ia \l 1 x 
Ah, do not fay, reftrain'l By nature band, jp 0 % 
y3113 en 


In their dull mindy no vig 'rous thoughts er HOY 
Turn to thy fires, Wa yet a northern clan 8 
Uncloth'd, unhous' 4 among the "woods they r tan. P 
No liberal ſcience” then enlarg d their views, zin n l ; f £9: 


They ſeldom felt the fervours of the muſe z BY ieh k 
No college theirs, nor literary fame. ws 
Yet, with thy boaſted powers, from fach aki came, | al 


The planter no beneath the morning beam 


| Degrading thought ! drives forth his human team: 4 - 
Yokes the ſoft neck of many a weeping maid, craic p 
And fable youth' from native lawns betray d. kt] 7 . "I % 


Hard is 15 toil amidſt thoſe ſultry climes— | 1 can ii ee? 1 
Oh, ſpare the whip for cattle and for crimes 3 e e 


% 1 44 M | That 


A 1 


| 111% 1 1 * 


1 ay 2 WITPCE 
— —— 


OTROS 


WEST 
* \ 
7 


1 LY 
That fearful fart beneath the ſounding thong 
Too ſtrongly pleads the wanton laſh, was OW) ns win Wt * 
When 1 behold the negro's honeſt 0 
Mark d with the deepeſt lines that 1 woe can — . Sls Y ; 
His ſtraining limbs all foul with duſt 190 n 
His naked boſom panting with the heat; 
His ſable loins deſcending purple ſtain, ... wo R lth 
My heart is ſick with ſympathetic Ping, if 19 + 2 8 
Rear d by indulgent eaſe in fragrant bow 2 i attry to 
With ſkins as ſoft, and nerves as fine as ours, 
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How can they bear inceſſant toil to 1 
Proviſions ſcanty, and few hours for ſleep? _ : 3 15 
2 1 1 B31 44 J er 


| While ſtill for home their broken ſpirits . 1 n 
Alas, they cannot bear it—ſee P 

Mark'ſt thou that ſable form in ſotrow lad 1 
On the hot ſand, and fainting by bis ſpade? 1 RE 
Hear'ſt thou his ſighs and ming]! d moans depart? . Kept 5 
His dying accents ſure muſt reach thy heart. ee 


By turns he ſf eaks and lifts his languid head, ai 5 
Then finks for eyer with the ſilent dead. 04 0 3 
«© Thou all-benignant ſun how canſt thou os, HIRE] 115555 : 
With cheerfy] beams on ſuch an hour as mine? KEE 
« Art thou 1 ſun which warm ' d my native r 1 7 


&« And cheers the ſpot where my loſt loye remains f 5 


« Far other times when there 1 felt thy heat, = dj f wp | 
«© My friends were round me, and my life was ſweet, 40 
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1 1 
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6 Spontaneous fruits my temp' rate meals ſupplied, 
«© My babes ſat near me, and my tender bride! 
No bloody whip, no proud malignant ſcorn, - 
Then uſher'd in the ſmiling light of morn : 
« Arm'd with his club, the loud and angry white 
Came not, diſtreſsful, in my dreams by night. 
Since landed here, nine ling ring moons are paſt, 
«© Now death conveys me to my home at laft z- 
„„ My heart is broke, my miſeries all are o'er, 
« I cloſe my eyes on this deteſted ſhore ; 
e But cloſing go where happy blacks repair. 
* Theſe cruel Chriſtians ſure will not be there.” 
Would it not ſpoil the flavor of thy tea, 
Mingled with tears and blood the cup to ſee? IM 
From blood and tears thy ſweeten d cups are drawn; 8 
Still drink they ſweet, theſe circumſtances known ? 1 | 
Art thou a Maſter? Has thy fam ly ſtood | FSR | 3 


Time immemorial innocent of blood ? 


'Tis well; and happy England rarely ben 

Her . murder'd by a ſecret doſe; | l 1 
But ſeldom are her ſons and daughters foudd 1 
In corners dying of a treach rous woung | 5 0 WO 
But hear a fact for which thou dſt ſcarce inquir e 1 


For thee and thine e er many years expire 
(Or ſmall's thy houſhold) one poor hapleſs ſlave 
In anguiſh finks untimely to the gravel 69 e 
C Dragg'd 
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Dragg' d to the den victim to the laws, 
The dying thief our lively pity draws ; | 
Trac'd on our hearts for many an hour we ſee | 
His moving look beſide the fatal tree: 
Then can we know, and our redreſs withhold  _ 
That (like the hapleſs wretch who hung) for gold 
Poor harmleſs lives {T /ee the thoughts appal) 
By us each hour behind the curtain fall? 

Will ſome advance, ſevere coercion ſaves 
The ſenſe of duty in the minds of ſlaves: e ak 
Elſe like a herd of furious wolves they riſe; - | © + 
| . Peace leaves the iflands and the planter, dies. 1 
Are then the ſons of England grown ſo meek 
| | As to the blow to turn the ſmitten cheek ? 


* 
* 


1 Did twenty thouſand ſtolen Britons toil, 
A For Afric' maſters on an alien ſoil, | 
1 Deſpis d, neglected, puniſh'd without crimes, 
Hopeleſs, but by revolt, of better time:: 
Would theſe nor freedom, nor revenge eſſay _ 
Prove this and negroes may be worſe than they. 
„ Did ſome lone corner of this world confine, 
8 Oh England | but five thouſand ſons of thine, 
= How would thy ſpirit kindle at the wrong, _ 
And, breathing vengeance, urge thy ſhips along? 
How would they ſeek through every clime and * 
And on th' aggreſſors bid thy thunders roar? 


Thus 
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Thus jealous for the freedom of thy race, 

Thou ſhackleſt others ſure with aukward grace. 
Ye who on Afric's ſpacious ſhores have been, 

Who have her people, cuſtoms, e ſeen, 

To you I liſten with attentive ear, 


Anx1ous, accounts from ſuch as you to. hear, bt ent hin 
But when narrators differ, which believe ; - i 4 
The men who have an intereſt aſl aa | ITT is. 2 
Or theſe howe'er their evidence may tend, e 
It cannot be to ſerve a ſelfiſh eng 9 wal 
Now who are you appearing for the tradq̃q,, 
But ſuch as have, or wiſh your fortunes made? 
And well we know how faſcinating gold 14. ey. YEP 
To juſtice blinds, and makes the ſophiſt bold : 1 
Ti alſo found that hearts once good and kind © 


Leave ſtep by ſtep humanity: behind 
But ſhould we take the facts you ſtate as true, 55 ; 
With leſs reſtraint your reaſoning we may view. 
Think not that Afric's ever-teeming plain, 

Tho' barter'd ſlaves no more Neg! onen re 1 


1 : : ? of 
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e , SRI 
have charged the friends of the abolition with being © hireling ſcribblers” (I would aſk whether cauſe 
is likelieſt to have the ſupport of hireling ſcribblers?) with labouring © to ſerve « particular purpoſe,” 
< to ſerve a temporary, ſelfiſh, political purpoſe 3; charges, of the foundation of which I have 10 
conception. rind inane om err ado mths 
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BE if 
Wou'd with an human deluge overflow i 
And bring a dreary ſcene of want and oe. 


Did God create (with awe I trace his name: 
This wond'rous world, and man's as wond'rous frame, 


Did he proceed on this erroneous plan, mb png Bil Loopy) 
That all goes wrong, or man muſt murder maß; 
A thought ſo impious no one can enduneet 


Who owns a Maker righteous, wiſe, and pure. 
 Much-injur'd Afric | thy prolific ſoil wry eels 409 
Its millions feeds, and almoſt without toil: - 0 ad ona tE. 


Increaſing millions ſtill thou canſt ſupply; 
With little labour and &conomy, _ 
Thy woods reſtricted, and thy ſwamps laid him 
What tho' thy num'rous cities large and how: 535355 
Nor eaſtern pomp, nor weſtern. beauty new) % 
What tho' on walls of mud their roofs are born, 
Should it excite the gen'rous Briton's ſcorn ? _ _ 
Tho' now ſo great, our London once was ſeen 
> A few thatch'd hovels ſtraggling o'er the green: 
1 The ſoil was once to break for Windſor's dhe 
= Age the firſt ſtone to dig for lofty Paul's. 
Draw not in lines of blood the fable race, 
So ſtrong, that time nor culture can efface : 
Pronounce not partially from what you ſee, 
(As if inſpir d) what ſhall for ever be. 
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L * 1 
Poor's the Philoſopher, worſe the Divine, | 
' Whoſe thought can thus ſuturity confine, "= 
Ah, ſure the mind ſuperlatively baſe, N Rl! 4 
Savage and fierce of all the human race! e ene Sol = 
Did ſuch a mind, a different bias prove, e e e eee, 
How would it riſe and ſhine in works of love“ , = 
The muſe from hence cou'd many an inſtance WR e 1 
Of whom twou' d be a pleaſant taſk to fing, i 
Where riſing ſtrong the gen'rous virtues grew 
And flouriſh'd fair beneath a ſable hue. il Uh 
Say, need I name their friendſhip prompt and warm, | 
Their /pirit tow'ring o'er the ſenſe of ham 
Their gratitude, unconquerable zruth, © 
And conſtancy, the faireſt charm of youth: 18 * 
Thus holding with the cultivated fp, 
Wou'd grow the numbers as the culture grew. 133 
Are negroes ſavage? Britons once were ſo, 
And little knew beyond the dart and bow. © 
Of Europe's kings the muſe with eaſe could tel! 
How at their nod, the heads of ſubjects fell I 
Ah, poliſh'd Europe! ſhould we backward trace 
The early deeds of thy ſuperior racce 78 
How ſhovld we find thy ruffian heroes ther "610008 
Like Afric's now, profane the rights of nen? 1.4 ; 208 i 4 
Shou'd find defenceleſs captives 'raign'd around, . 79 2 
Pale, filent, trembling on the bluſhing ground, | Rm 
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While flaſhing ſwords aroſe, and every blow 
With ſavage triumph brought a brother low, -| 
Now humaniz'd around, the battle o'er. 
The ſoldier from his falchion wipes the gore, 
Returns it to its ſheath, and gently leads 4; 
His captive homewards ; comforts, aide, and feeds, 7 
Till he by ranſom or exchange regains 
The wiſh'd-for comfort of his native plains. 
But ſhould he labour with domeſtic woe, 
To his own land, at once, he bids him go. 
Thus Europe from her barb'rous maxims' paſt, 
And ſhall not Afric raiſe her views at laſt ? 
But while for ſlaves you bribe her kings to war, 
On all reform you fix a ſtubborn bar. | 

Is liberty a being quite unknown 
Beneath the fervors of the torrid zone? 
Well, be it ſo: but muſt ſhe ne' er appear 
With angel-hand to ſcatter bleſſings there? 
Oh! Liberty, the tyrant's only dread,  _ 
Proceeding, here, with ſlow and cautious tread: 
There, with more bold and rapid ſteps advance 
Thy glorious toils, as o'er the plains of France 
Who wou'd have thought of France twelve months 280, 
When royal frowns did twenty millions we, 
That ſhe ſo ſoon wou'd ſpurn deſpotic ſway; | |, 
Her ſubjects diate, and her king obe 
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Yet the firſt ſpark that lit the mighty fame 
From ſome lone hand - perhaps from Franklin came. 
The hoary ſage on policy intent, | | | 


(As erſt on light'ning) ne'er foreſaw th event. 


Oh! may the ſacred ardour ſpread amain 

Through bigot Portugal and gloomy Spain, 

Shake the fierce councils of the dark Divan, 

And bid the Ruſſian riſe, with “ I'm a man. 

Nay, may the abject ſons of Afric feel | | 

Shot through their veins the patriotic zeal— | 
The conquering ſword has ravag d far and wide it 
Through human race; there, orber means be tried: 
A juſt and gentle commerce would unfold _ 
Maxims to Afric worth her ſands of gold. 

From ſmall beginnings, mightieſt works proceed, | 
This trade aboliſh'd may to freedom lead, 

And thou my country! ſure twou'd honour thee 


To be the firſt to help to ſet her fre. 0 


Thou ſeeſt her thraldom and her many woes: 
May'ft thou no longer number with her foes, 
But bid thy ſons a dreadful traffiek ceaſe, 


And ſpread by one more fair, the arts of peace— 


Long o'er the globe has thy proud thunders hurl'd, 

Now raiſe thy views to civilias the world! 7 
But ſhould the groans of Afric' plead in vain 

And darkneſs ſtretch her raven Wing again: 
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Ah England | ſhould'ſt thou ſigh and turn away, 


As from the horrors of ſome idle play; 
From thee remov'd, her cauſe will be impreſs d 


With brighter zeal on ſome more faithful breaſt. 


Sure He who made, and loves the human race, 
(Not partial to a fair or ſable face) 

Before whoſe view eternity appears, 

And as a day, revolves a thouſand years: 
Sure He (tho' men are backward to fulfil 
The righteous counſels of his holy will) 


Shall ſo conſtrain the Chriſtian realms around, 
Enlarge their proſpects, and their av rice bound, 
That all ſhall ceaſe to plough the foaming waves 


Intent to make, to fetch, and carry ſlaves. 
Inquire around, the nations all accord, 

That man is nature's delegated Lord; 

To lift his lot above the beaſts that die, 

His God commiſſion'd Juſtice from the ſky, 

Humanity, and mild Religion down, 

His life to govern and his end to crown. 

By theſe directed and by theſe approv'd, 

He lives a bleſſing, and he dies beloy'd : 

Earth ſmiles in peace beneath his righteous hands, 

And heaven for him her joyful gates expands. 

If theſe neglected, leave their ſtubborn charge, 

He roves a monſter through the world at large : 
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As on he ſtalks, the ſlave of luſt aud pride 12 151 2 
To England now the faithful glaſs apply⸗- en 

If ju/t, religious, and humane deſc x... 
Canſt thou in chains and darkſome holde „ 1 us H 


A race of men who break no laws of thine ?:: 
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Waſte 1 his 1 feet in blood Aaredy or ada 21197 out! 


Tranſport, and give to greater ills their days, 11. 5d 44 ho 38 


Than theſe who rob and 7 17 aide ih 2d 460: 68} 
Britain | is this the ſaſtice of thy laws? 1 ene Tet le e 
Will yet thy Senate flouriſh in the cauſe 1% i #44 £3619] 
Of liberty? will her fair ſpokeſmen „ WT ee 
And with warm words harangue her to 4 4 + Ban z 
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Voting for zhis, for her profeſs; to bleed: ea gorolgrnl 


Not Belial's ſophiſtry can make it ſpeed. NP: inks 0 


Humanity | thou lovelieſt power . ot 4 S lob nei} 
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Thaw kind conſoler of the breaſt of We! vYiona 11 daft 
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A virgin's ſofteſt bloom thy cheeks ſupplies, s, 


Gifts fill thy hands, compaſhon fills thine eye. 
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Tis ſhort with thee, . if thy ſweet influence. reign ab 18 F f ; 
In Afric's blood no more dur hands we. nin. 
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But if the public guardians of our land, * th 1 , | 


Bid yet the fail of ſlavery expand, 1 1 6 
Thy gentle form a trembling victim lies, 88 
Bleeds by our Senate, by out ſeamen die,, 1 
Art thou a Chriſtian? that gear title prove 8 
By e and univerſal i nnd 1's 360i eg 
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And dare to heav'n prefer Fan 1908 ee rome date Eid 
Imploring pardon witiu a ſkintly und,. 108 0 


If aught is mockery beneath the ſkies, 
At aught, if heaven's dread indignation riſe, 
*Tis ſurely this: nor will ſach-guilt and ſhame, 


L 46 J 


3 were * rules} us righteous founder ges 217] Nit J 
Who liv'd to comfort, and who died to fave. 1 fl mer 2.1% 


He ſaid not, ſtripes ſhall man on 5nd Harig T7 
What you'd have done to you,” 80 ee ie iis Anh 1 


= - 


He taught a Pure morality twall, pe le im uot Ang) 

And left his word a witneſsin'the- 35d :d of can 1.990% A 
Oh! can it be in this de ar e e eons: 
Where for his name 2 thouſand: temples —— I ; lads on? 
Where every {c& profeſs his hal far 
Profeſs his life and precepts to revere 31 - N . 1 29. FEW 
Oh! can it be, that theſe who-pray and gel > . 


Jet when remov'd from conſecrated m—_— e Toit 
Can delegate a vile felonious band, 1 * 


To ſtab at mercy in a foreign land! oo £ DL ety. 


Yearly from Afric' 4 vas can Chriſtians draw 


A greater hoſt than Britain ever ſaw; ll 5 1 


And offer day by day with lingering pain, 
An hundred lives in Mammon's guilty fane? 


Find any ſhelter i in che Chriſtian name. "OS 8 ik 
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„Religion, juſtice and Sls ap, the doe trade j ain lr to bunan nate 
that ought to be reſented by the whole world. | 


Oh Thou! the high Ms fi tt 
» Mil Who form'd for glorious ends this ſpacious ball 17 (| 
Peopl' d its. plains with beings form d e 0 5 % 


Ihe vaſt extremes of happineſs and a "Pl 
Bid human race live innocent and a B 
And riſe to happineſs in ſerving ther: wy Telos e SEA1!- 
All this in wiſdom | and in each . A 116.95 1444 
The good thy creatutes and the glory thine 1. ys W 
While muſing thus my adorations ſpring "ns ||| 

| To thee, thou firſt, beſt, everlaſting King! N Wa 10 


But when thou view ſt the labour of thy hand, .. _ 1 
Thus foul with luſt and blood, and let 'ſt it. land, 3 


My finite views in wonder loſt remain 1 or 
_ myſt'ries of thy mercy to = ee tim 21601 He a 
Let, be my ſoul reſign d | and if the pray'r 1 
Of humble duſt may reach thy holy ae; mn 
Oh touch the Heart of this high-favour'd land, e EH 1 


And hold from Afric's blood her guilty bandj ß, 

Tis done, I truſt, the ſpirit rouz'd around, | . 
Will ſleep no more till clos d the dreadful 8 - 

Ve men of pow r, Je who.can plead and write, 1 vt 

In one compacted, faithſul band unitte 1, 


Nay, every claſs who ſees the horrid wrong, | 
However humble, bring your pow'rs 0:60 $ 
What has not man, when ſteady to his end. e 
His 9 bonfft and high heaven his friend, . WA in 
D2 | See 


5 1 

See earth to him unfold her hidden ſtore 15 ity 
See cities built on bleak and naked ſhore:i sz 
See cultivation up the mountain ſpread, 
And yellow grain to purple heath ſucceed ; ef 


E' en roads were rocks, where now we 8⁰ with caſe, | till Lal 
And once unſail'd th' illimitable ſeas. 4 0 Fon Ain Bk 
What has not man when ſteady to his cles e i it 


His purpoſe honeſt, and his God his friend = 

| Take courage then | if in the fierce debates | ol 

Of nations, empires, monarchies, and de, ft e 9901 e 

Almighty juſtice deigns to take a part, 1 ee mac er ü 

Aſſert the right, and baffle human art, f Re e en 

Then for the cauſe there is an bumble _ 

He will aſſiſt with cruelty to A "yl 
Ye Clergy who your ſolemn word have given, 1/01/20 

To be in earneſt on the fide of heav n: 1 

With honeſt zeal, with Chriſtian. en how, F 

The lot of tyrants in the lake below, r. 

Oh!] ſhow that he who mercy here denies, . n 

Muſt never hope for mercy from the ſkies. = 

The rule apply where ſlaves for England 4 

And check the tide of ſouls to ruin prone. BI KY i 

Ve Colleges | where Britiſh ſtateſmen i W 

Spread Afric's wrongs before your pupils . His [5 : 

Teach them, oh, teach them juſtice to revere/ 1 | 

Nor Britain's weal on hard oppreſſion rear. 


[ 9 1 | 
Then though the guilt ſhould ſome "TO years Joe 


Their virtuous hands may wipe away the ſtain. 
Ye Britiſh Dames / whoſe tender boſom 8 
To melt with pity o'er the-couch of woe: we Ede 
How muſt your hearts commiſerate his woes, - e v4 
| Whoſe lot nor home, nor couch, nor — 9 e 
Theſe ſacred rights he never muſt Tegain,. | {eas Hae) Ek 61-6 13 NS 
Oh plead for ſuch !—you ſeldom plead in nn = dng 49 
Le free and favour a Britons| moe oy bit, Fog eie . 
Firmly your repreſentatives engage, at i » | 1 8 
To right the grievance of this lib ral ag. 
Thou Houſe auguſt, whole, vig tous lam ben., ae 
Wbere cer we fend a colonizing fail; re 1 


Elect a ſenate firſt of all the eart n h 212 tits - pail 


With thy dread choice an hour is on "= wing, A 1 
That muſt the fate of tens of thouſands bring 
| Nay, every voice when that dread hour arrives, V 
May ſave, or vote away a thouſand lives 1 e 


e e calculations b that by en n 


| mations, forty thouſand negroes are brought annually from Africa by the Engliſh: that in the paſſage, 
in the ſeaſoning, and by other hardſhips,- above twenty thouſand die prematurely every year: then 
ſuppoſing five hundred ſenators aſſembled and voting for the continuance. of the trade, and ſuppoſing, 


the trade continued other twenty-five years, there is a ſacrifice of a thouſand lives to a vote, or five 
Kundred'thoufand'in that ſpace of time. But by voting for the abolition theſe might bo ſaved: and it 


is very probable the conduet of England-(together-with the ſenſe of the iniquity) might influence the 


other nations of Europe to follow her example, hence one million of innocent lives might be faved. 
in the above time. It may argue poverty and weakneſs to have to explain or.enforce poetry in prolez, 
but calculations appear aukward: in verſe: and I muſt own on a ſubject in which are deeply in- 


_ volved the intereſts of humanity, ag [ions ah , 
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Oh iran your beautious lawns: ſuppoſe - 

Spread with the ſlain, but not af Zngl/ond's 25 2 

The lawn indeed muſt apen "ihe an ug el On a 
Cou'd hold her murder d negrass ſida by fide, 1 0 Hor 4] 
Ye cannot with a ſenond covering laid -- ; 
Oh! then aboliſh the inbuman trade; +: : 


This is a dreadful, and may ſeem 4 exaggerated picture ; but ade known that nine millions 
of Africans are computed to bye been forged inta Lavery by Europeans in ahout three hundred years; 
and ſuppoſing one third gf the buſigeſs and deſtruction belong to the Engliſh : then ſuppoſing an 
human body occupying half a yard in breadth and ſomething ſhort of two'yards in length, thus 
lying, about five thouſand would cover an acre, and of the three millions brought away, a million 
and an half ſacrificed (though I believe mo/? of them are ſacrificed as dying before their time) three 
hundred acres would thus be covered |—This is perhaps 10 diſmal a picture to be laid before the 
world. I tremble at my own ideas, and-{brink from what I have imagined ; but ſurely when ſuch 
enormities are founded in fact, and their contiquance deliberated on, it is but right to bring them 
forward, It is the duty of every Engliſhman to receive with attention and reſpect the determinations 
of the great councils of the nation: we cexjgiply owe much to theſe who have inſured laws to us by 
which we may live more happily than, any other people in the world, But the enlightened repre- 
ſentatives of Great Britain, will never with to filence the appeals from the lower orders of the people 
on important ſubjects: they have even ppened x communication for jndiyiduals, by confirming to us 
the liberty of the preſs. Though on the preſent occaſion I cannot attribute to other than Almighty 
goodneſs ſuch a rapid diffuſion of light; yet as firſt among human means; one mult conſider the liberty 
of the preſs. It was through this medium that knowledge found its way to the. receſſes of obſc 
that the call of equity brought forward the juſt and the generous, and that compaſſion was awakene 
in the boſoms af the powerful: this is ſame compenſation: for the evils of its licentiouſneſs, and after 
haying brought ſuch aids to the ſuffering cauſe of juſtice and virtue one would hardly wiſh it reſtrained, 
While the liberty of the preſs is continued, iniquity and oppreſſion can neyer triumph with i im- 
punity: it will aluays be a powerful engine in the hands of the virtyous and enlightened,. to ſhake 
the pillars that ſupport the fabric of wickedneſs, 

© + It may not here. be amiſs to gbſerve that the. lend to the Gaye trade codeayaur 10 alarm the 
apprehenfion of the nation with the beggary and ruin of thoſe concerned in, and connected with that 
traffic. It is readily allowed, when government thinks fit to, alter or annihilate any branch of coni- 
merce, a temporary inconvenience muſt be experienced by the people, in proportion to the number 


affected: but after the firſt ſurprize, the ſulferers begin to turn their views to other objects, and things 


in alittle time come round again. In the preſent inſtance, I moſt willingly grant ſome difficulty 
be experienced, but not to the magnitude predicted, unleſs it is acknowledged that the claſs of men 


e e e Ot I te e 09 robbery, 


and murder. 
80 


[#} | 
So ſhall you Ray the Blood that Totig Nas cry 1 bluoy! 69 U 


For vengeance on our critelty nick pride: punti 3 oP 
So from ten thoufdud righteoits Hearts, the ound ') nan with. bn 
Of praiſe ſhall riſe, and ſweerly mutmur round. 


So through your minds the peace of Heaven ant ow; (ot 166 * 
The greateſt good that mo#tal num cant [LR 705 e Ai ** 


And thou, O Xing! (whoſe late en preſt 1 
With loyal ſorrow on the nation's breaſt, CAA e TA, 
But to thy people and thy health tors.” Naeh 3803 8 "A 1 

Through tears of joy they view their royal Lord) m 
Would'ſt thou, 6h king, ſtretch forth thy gracious nk, 1 
Fill'd with the regal enſign of command, b. e 


And break of ſlavery the gifting chan, " 
In every clime that owns thy gentle a; ET | 


Stop the dire trade the ſelfiſh merchant” drives ae ee =O 7 
In men, and ſtamp a value on their lives. eee 
Sure this would bring a benediction down, 5 eee Sil 
And caſt a ſacred glory round thy Saga | == 6 EY , ry 
Of purer ſplendour,” and more laſting far, | 51 
Than diamonds, gold, or all the ſpoils of Var. . 10 
Then Europe's tardy princes, fir d to ſee, i. wh 7” ee 9 
Thy righteous deeds may ſeek to copy thee: dh 0 in 1 70 þ 


=” Lat an be energies i et 
ration of the negroes, but a gradual and gentle emancipation, which perhaps might be found * 


as practicable on the offspring of Africt in our iſlands from their preſent Navery, as it Har beth in” 
ſome places on the continent of Aindetica; an on N 6 ue tex! of. Biitofic from their adtienÞ 


Then 


vallalage 


arch 
ations 


When man with man, nor land with land- ſhall ſtrive ; 4 


4 Strip commerce of its tetrors and its , sel . . 
And as by Tagus, trade towards the Nile. i wn at 


[2] 


Then would thy name-through future ages NOT ST we! 
The firſt in virtue of the Brunſwick line. Eh any 
And when (while England weeps) thou go ol Hat ſhare 1 


In realms of light a crown without the care, 


W hat joy for thee a grateful crowd to know, 


15 


Whom thy juſt hand enfranchis d here below! 


If yet a wiſh more ardent than the reſt 
Lives in my boſom, and may be expreſs * pl 
Oh, may that day, that happy day, arrive, _. [7 
Companions, neighbours, brothers of this ball, Fo 
Good-will and charity uniting all. 


Then would deſtroying heroes leave no more fer i 165 : i 
Their ſlaughter d thouſands cooling on the ſhore, | 
Nor Afric longer ſhow by Gambia's wave, 


An haughty tyrant, and an abject ſlave; _ . 

But plighting hands, the fair and ſable ſwain, i 

Would meet in friendly parley on the plain. 
Yet once again, oh England, c'er „ INE hit 


On thee I call, and then a long repoſe ; LRN 
' Unmoor thy ſhips, bid them the briny main of len 
For Afric fail, ſhe yet will yield thee gain, 1 1 

Labour thy anvils, work thy various loom © 


For ſtores, to buy her cotton, gold, and gums. 
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With confidenoe poor Aﬀric's race inſpire; 7 165 TE 
They'll catch a par of renovating fire, |. 


Se Az 


That kindling, ſhall conſume. the ſeeds s of Ariſe, 

And raiſe the ſavage up to ſocial life. e 

By milder means to us let Afric' owe | - 

What we to Rome, a thouſand years ago. 
Oh | might the muſe foretel of future times, 

That light uncheck'd by colour or by climes, 

To theſe unhappy ſhores will bear its way, 

And pour around the intellectual day. 

No civil war, no fierce inteſtine broil, y 

With native blood, will then pollute the ſoil ; 

But legiſlation (ſtretch d her powerful arm) 

Will guard with care the avenues of harm. 

Methinks I ſee, oh heart rejoicing change! 

The fearleſs black his ſunny landſcape range, 

While ſtrangers through his ever-verdant bow'rs, 

A change indeed | diffuſe the healing pow'rs ; 

Methinks I ſee the uſeful arts extend, 

And round his ſhores commodiqus towns aſcend ; 

n ſcience hang her lamp on high, 

The earth unfolding, and the ſpacious ſky ; 

And more than all, aſſiſted from above, 

The fandard planted of the Prince of love. 
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